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THE PERSONALITY OF ANTOINE AUGUSTIN 
COURNOT. 

Economists are in the habit of saying that fit ideals 
of work and living must be relative to conditions of time 
and place. As votaries of a science having for its object 
the laws of large numbers, they require that the standards 
proposed shall be realizable by the groups concerned. It 
is therefore in accord with sound tradition that an econo- 
mist dissents from the prevalent tendency to point to 
Darwin as the exemplification of the spirit of the ideal in- 
vestigator. Darwin produced his results under conditions 
most favorable to creative activity : he had independent in- 
come, entire leisure, great capacity for work despite an 
otherwise frail constitution, a subject near to the interests 
of the public, and courageous, able, aggressive disciples. 
These are conditions that seldom fall to the lot of any 
scholar; and, consequently, great as is the just admira- 
tion for the character and genius of Darwin, it must be 
conceded that the circumstances of his life made it impos- 
sible for him to show those personal qualities that are 
most needed by the typical, present-day scientist. 

Cournot is an example of a scholar of the first order, at 
all times independent, self-confident, and self-respecting, 
producing his work in defiance of dispiriting conditions. 
During many years he had neither independent income 
nor abundant leisure; he was embarrassed throughout his 
life by an infirmity of the eyes that made continuous ap- 
plication impossible; and, although his literary and scien- 
tific activity ranged from a translation of Lardner's Me- 
chanics through pure mathematics, logic, philosophy, phil- 
osophy of history, the theory of statistics, to mathematical 
economics, he never interested the public except in his 
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translations. Indeed, he succeeded in interesting only a 
very few of his fellow-scientists. Even when this limited 
recognition secured him position and successive promotion 
through his friend Poisson, the illustrious author of La 
probabilite des jugements, he was compelled to feel that 
many regarded Poisson's appreciation of his genius as 
erroneous. And yet, in the history of science in France 
during the nineteenth century, it is doubtful whether 
there is another scholar whose work is as great in range, 
intensity, and abiding results. 

The purpose of this article is to give the main facts in 
Cournot's life and to present an idea of his personality, so 
far as an idea may be formed from exceedingly fragmen- 
tary references. The chief som-ce of material has been his 
Souvenirs,'^ which are singularly marked for their avoid- 
ance of intimate personal detail, and which, besides, for 
some unaccountable reason, make no reference to the 
last eighteen years of the author's life. 

The spirit in which the Souvenirs were written is given 
in the following paragraph: — 

J'^crirai done cet article, sans vouloir imposer k mes hoirs le soin 
de le mettre en circulation dans un de ces recueUs oii tant d'autres 
articles vont s'entasser. Pour peu qu'il les int6resse, je n'aurai 
pas tout k fait perdu mon temps; et s'il arrivait, ce dont un auteur 
aime tant k se flatter, que mes aperjus philosophiques, confirmds 
par la marche des sciences ou des 6v6nements, attirassent I'atten- 
tion de quelque philosophe k venir, ceux-ci auraient pour cela 
m§me la bont6 de s'int^resser au petit ^crit qui leur apprendrait 
comment mes id6es se sont form6es sous 1 'influence du milieu oft 
j'ai v^cu. 

1 These Souvenirs have been in my hands for several years. M. Augustin 
Coumot, of Paris, the nephew and godson of the philosopher, and his wife, Mme. 
Cournot, have shown the greatest kindness in assisting in the attempt to collect all 
available biographical materials. Dr. E. C, Armstrong, of the Romance Depart- 
ment of Johns Hopkins University, also gave very valuable assistance. I wish to 
make grateful acknowledgment of their services. 

The Souvenirs, it is hoped, will be published in complete form next year. 



372 QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF ECONOMICS 



I. 

Before tracing the course of Cournot's life, it will be re- 
assuring to see how his opinion of his own work is coming 
to be the opinion of specialists in the various branches of 
knowledge to which he contributed. 

In 1859, when he was in his fifty-ninth year, he wrote 
his Souvenirs, believing that his constructive thinking was 
near an end. In a short paragraph he gives this self- 
reliant criticism of his philosophic and scientific publica- 
tions: — 

J'avais fait imprimer, etant k Grenoble, mon opuscule sur les 
Principes matMmatiques de la thSorie des richesses. Revenu k 
Paris, j'ai publie, de 1840 k 1851 inclusivement, mes divers ou- 
vrages scientifiques et philosophiques: . . . je vais maintenant faire 
de I'orgueil en dMarant que ees divers ouvrages, accueUlis avec 
estime, mais qui se sent pour la plupart peu vendus, en France 
surtout, contiennent tous plus ou moins d'apergus neufs, propres 
k elucider, plus qu'on ne I'avait encore fait, le systSme g^n^ral de 
nos id^es. Ce sera k la posterite de voir s'il lui convient de ratifier 
ce complaisant t6moinage que I'auteur se rend k lui-m§me, ou de 
laisser ses reveries dans I'oubli. 

In the course of the eighteen years following the writing 
of his Souvenirs to the date of his death his creative pro- 
ductivity was as great as it had ever been. But reason- 
able recognition did not come. When he published in his 
seventy-first year the Considerations sur la marche des 
idtes et des evenements dans les temps modernes, he suggested 
that Vacherot and Taine had found the reading of his 
work profitable, and then, without further comment, he 
expressed the wish "d'inscrire au terme de notre carriere 
d'auteur, ce que mettaient les typographes du quinzieme 
si^cle au bout de leur Editions, explicit feliciter!" Three 
years later, in his Mat6rialisme, vitalisme, ratiorudisme. 
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which has the epigraph Novissima verba, he attempted to 
give an epitomized statement of the principles of his phi- 
losophy in a form intelligible to such readers as his title 
should not repel. In a prefatory letter, " Au bienveillant 
lecteur, " he made an apology for again presenting his 
system to the public after he had solemnly taken his cong6 
three years before. 

The history of his special economic studies was, in 
Cournot's lifetime, but little different from that of his 
general philosophic treatises. He published three eco- 
nomic essays: Recherches sur les principes mathimatiques 
de la tMorie des richesses, 1838; Principes de la (Morie des 
richesses, 1863; Reviie sommaire des doctrines 4conomiques, 
1877. Of the first. Professor Walras has said that, as late 
as 1873, it had been reviewed by no French critic. The 
essay of 1863 is a presentation, in a form free from mathe- 
matical symbols, of the principles developed in the essay 
of 1838. Between 1863 and 1877, the date of the publi- 
cation of the Revue sommaire, Boccardo, Jevons, and 
Walras independently began the elaboration of the mathe- 
matical method, and all three referred in terms of praise 
to Cournot's Recherches. In the mean time the essay of 
1863, in literary form, had received but poor reviews. It 
is to this remarkable circumstance that Cournot refers 
in the Avant-propos of the Revue sommaire: — 

Mais voyez mon guignon! Si je gagnais un peu tard, sans m'en 
^tre m616, mon proems de 1838, je perdais mon proems de 1863. Si 
I'on voulait bien faire r^trospectivement quelque cas de mon 
algSbre, ma prose (j'ai honte de le dire) n'obtenait pas chez le 11- 
braire un mellleur succes. Le Journal des Economistes (aoAt 
1864) me bldmalt surtout " d'en etre rest6 k Rlcardo," de n'avolr pas 
tenu compte des d^couvertes que tant d'hommes de m^rite avalent 
faites depuis vlngt-ciaq ans dans le champ de l'6conomie politique : 
de sorte que le pauvre auteur que personne dans le monde officiel 
des 6conomistes fran§ais n'avait voulu citer, encourait le reproche 
de n'avoir pas assez cit6 les autres. 
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In recent years, particiilarly since the death of Cournot, 
his many-sided contributions have received discriminating 
ranking by specialists in the subjects considered in the 
respective essays and treatises. His work in pure mathe- 
matics, logic, and philosophy, has received approving 
criticism from Vacherot, Renouvier, Liard, Couturat, De 
Morgan, and Todhunter; his ThSorie des chances, in its 
philosophic treatment of the theory of probability, is re- 
garded by Czuber as the continuation of the work of Ber- 
noulli and Laplace; his attempts to found social statistics 
upon the theory of probability has been approved and 
utilized by Qu^telet, Lexis, and Edgeworth; his Principes 
matMmatiqaes de la th6orie des richesses is considered by 
Professor Edgeworth " the best statement in mathematical 
form of some of the highest generalizations in economic 
science." 

It would be easily possible to extend the list of such 
appreciations to the full limit of the number of subjects 
upon which Cournot wrote. But, as scholars of mathe- 
matical habits of thought are sometimes regarded as pe- 
culiarly prejudiced when they enter the fields of social 
and historical study, it will, perhaps, be more profitable 
to inquire into the standing of Cournot's work upon these 
topics. Professor Flint, the historian of the Philosophy of 
History, has said, " I believe I have not met with a more 
genuine thinker in the course of my investigations into 
the development of political speculation." The sociolo- 
gist Tarde dedicated a work to his memory, referring to 
him as "ce Sainte-Beuve de la critique philosophique, cet 
esprit aussi original que judicieux, aussi encyclopedique 
et compr^hensif que penetrant, ce geom^tre profond, ce 
logicien hors ligne, cet economiste hors cadre, precurseur 
m^connu des ^conomistes nouveaux." 
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II. 

The Cournot family, a family of agriculturists, lived 
from time immemorial in the Franche-Comt4, near the 
town of D61e. The family records may be traced to the 
middle of the sixteenth century, the date that family 
registration began in the province. In fact, a relative had 
traced the Cournot genealogy through three centuries, 
when Augustin Cournot began to write his Souvenirs, and 
this led him playfully to urge his relatives to preserve the 
papers for the novelty of a family record of three centm-ies 
of " roturiers." 

Towards the middle of the seventeenth century the 
family was nearly destroyed by the plague that followed 
the siege of D61e by the Prince de Cond6. Coumot's an- 
cestor Lazare escaped. Jean, the son of Lazare, had two 
daughters and seven sons, six of whom entered the Church, 
the seventh being charged with continuing the race. But 
the thriftlessness and fecimdity of the one son defeated 
the wise family arrangements, consuming, as he did, both 
the income and principal of his small inheritance in the 
support of a large family. Some of the children remained 
at home, becoming poorer: the rest sought their fortunes 
elsewhere. Cournot's grandfather was one of the ad- 
venturous spirits. He went to Gray, became a notary, 
and had, in his turn, a large family of children. 

Only incidental references are made in the Souvenirs to 
Cournot's parents. The circiunstances of his birth are 
given as follows: — 

Pour mon propre comte, je suis redevable de mon apparition 
dans ce monde k la revolution de 18 brumaire. Quelque temps 
apr^s ce grand 4v6nement, mon p^re, parvenu k la quarantine, 
crut les choses assez rassises et la liberty de conscience assez as- 
sur^e pour songer k prendre charge de femme et d'enfants. Ce- 
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pendant, comme je suis n6 en 1801, six mois avant le Concordat, 
j'ai encore 6t6, k la manifere des temps primitifs, baptist en chambre 
par un pretre qui se cachait ou qui 4tait cense se cacher, car, dans 
la r6alit6, on ne craignait plus rapplication des lois r^volution- 
naires. 

He was born on the 28th of August, 1801, at Gray, and 
received the name Antoine Augustin. 

No further reference of interest is made to his parents, 
but in the annals of his childhood he speaks at length of 
the oldest of his uncles, to whom he was affectionately 
devoted, and to whom, he says, too generously, he owed 
all of good in himseK. This uncle was educated by Jesuits, 
and remained loyal to them throughout the terrible days 
of the Revolution and the anxious period that followed. 
He had a varied reading, a great capacity for work, a still 
greater capacity for self-sacrifice. In order to help his 
father bear the burdens of a large family, he remained un- 
married, obtained an appointment to a notary's office, — 
work which he heartily disliked, — and devoted the income 
to the family support, so that at the age of forty he had 
not a sou to call his own. He was as austere as a Jan- 
senist in his private life, even though a Jesuit at heart. 
"En v4rit6," Cournot says, "il y a bien des saints dans le 
calendrier de la saintet^ desquels je suis beaucoup moins 
stir." 

Two maiden aunts, together with the favorite uncle, 
lived with Cournot's aged grandmother; and the young 
Augustin was adopted into this family. The home in- 
fluences of these early years were particularly favorable to 
the development of his independent judgment. The elder 
of the aunts was closely connected with the constitutional 
coterie of the town, holding, in this respect, views dia- 
metrically opposed to those of her brother and the other 
members of the little family, and producing thereby a 
painful breach in the unity of the family attitude towards 
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political principles and religious faith. The consequence 
was that when she was not present, — she absented herself 
as much as possible, — the conversation turned to the fa- 
vorite theme of the Revolution and its persecutions, only 
to be abandoned, on her return, for the safer ground of 
neutral topics. This division of sentiment was not con- 
fined to the paternal side of the family. The maternal 
grandfather, "a little old man of eighty," a physician, 
with literary tastes and some knowledge of the world, 
suggested, on one of the visits of the little Augustin, that 
he should read, later on, a new book of the day, Chateau- 
briand's Le Genie du Christianisme. The suggestion scan- 
dalized the severe principles of the beloved uncle, who set 
no store by the romantic Christianity of the time. In- 
stead of the dangerous heresy, the uncle selected for his 
charge the Itineraire de Jerusalem. 

In 1809 Augustin entered the preparatory class of the 
CoUoge de Gray. His instructor, an admirer of Napoleon, 
vented his political enthusiasm upon his pupils. In his 
Latin course, for example, he substituted in place of the 
ancient illustrations Deus sanctus, amo Deum, the form 
Napoleo magnus debellavit Austriacos! Cournot remained 
at school in Gray until he was fifteen years of age. The 
following four years he directed his own reading and em- 
ployment. He spent a short while in reading law, but the 
greater part of the time he pursued privately the study 
of his favorite subjects. There is a story in the family to 
the effect that, when he was seventeen years of age, he 
successfully defended a lawsuit in which his father had 
considerable property involved. 

In later life, Cournot referred to this period of four years 
as having been nearly wasted, but the testimony of his 
Souvenirs would seem to indicate that they were not only 
critical years, so far as concerned the choice of his life's 
work, but were also unusually fruitful in the preparation 
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for that work. His habit of independent thinking, which 
had developed much earlier, was strengthened and directed 
through the finding of a method and the choice of a sub- 
ject. No one has made more clear than Cournot, in his 
various essays, that the pursuits of early life are likely to 
affect all the subsequent thinking of a philosopher, so that 
the student is particularly curious to know the early scien- 
tific interests of the master himself. We find that, as a 
youth, the books he independently read were Fontenelle's 
La pluraliU des mondes, together with his Eloges; Laplace's 
L' exposition du systhme du monde; La logique de Port- 
Royal; and Desmazeaux's collection of philosophical es- 
says, containing the correspondence between Leibnitz and 
Clarke. Fontenelle and Laplace gave him the desire to 
learn to use the mathematical instrument which alone 
made possible the mastery of the sciences they developed, 
and the genius of Leibnitz determined the direction of his 
philosophic thinking. 

Having once determined that the mastery of mathe- 
matics was essential to the highest development of science, 
he began to make plans for his further education. In his 
nineteenth year, MM. Poinsot and Andrezel, general in- 
spectors of the University, came, in the course of their 
tour, to Besan9on. Cournot had heard vague reports of 
the Ecole Normale at Paris, and had determined to take 
this opportunity to find out from the inspectors the con- 
ditions of admission to the scientific department of the 
famous school. He hurried off to Besangon, but upon his 
arrival he was ashamed to approach the inspectors, to 
whom he was an entire stranger, and, instead of addressing 
them, he obtained the necessary information from friends 
in the town. He found that in order to enter the desired 
department at the Ecole Normale it was necessary to com- 
plete a special course of higher mathematics, whereas he 
had not had so much as an adequate elementary course. 
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But this deficiency did not deter him from following his 
plan. He at once entered upon the elementary course at 
the College Royal of Besancon. His reflections upon his 
reception at Besangon gives an interesting but too modest 
estimate of his sources of strength and weakness: — 

Les chefs de racad6mie et du college, pr^venus favorablement, 
vonlurent bien voir en moi mieiix qu'une recrue ordinaire et me 
traiter comme quelqu'un qiii devait faire iin jour honneiir ou ter- 
roir. Gr&ce k une certaine aptitude generate des choses qui sont 
du domaine de la raison, j'ai toujours ete prise trop haut h tous 
mes debuts, tandis que j'avais trfes-nettement conscience de ce 
qui me manquait, k savoir du don special d'invention qui procure 
k bon droit la renomm6 et les honneurs acad6miques, ou la puissance 
du travail qui, dans un champ circonscrit, y supplie quelquefois et 
qui m'a toujours 6t6 refus6e par suite de I'infirmit^ de ma vue. 

The mathematical department was at this time in charge 
of Berroyer, an unusually able teacher, though not an origi- 
nal mathematician. In the month of August, 1821, Cour- 
not passed the entrance examination of the Ecole Normale, 
and shortly afterward received an announcement, signed 
by Cuvier, admitting him to the scientific section of the 
school for which he had been preparing. 

III. 

The student days in Paris were rich in friendships, ex- 
periences, and instruction. 

While the courses at the Ecole Normale were, during 
the first year, a partial repetition of the courses at Be- 
sangon, and in that respect a disappointment, the time 
was nevertheless well spent because of the stimulating 
spirit of the place. M. Gereneau de Mussy, a royalist and 
sympathizer with Jansenist principles and traditions, was 
the director; the mattres de conferences, with one exception, 
did not share the Jansenist views of the director; the stu- 
dent body, as was to be expected, was filled with the spirit 
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of ardent liberalism; Coumot says of himself that he was 
almost alone in pleading for a juste-milieu. 

In 1822 the Ecole Normale was suppressed by public 
order. The students were divided into two classes, and 
the members of one class placed in positions of instruction, 
while the others were left without places, but received 
assistance at the rate of fifty francs a month for twenty 
months. The latter class was more or less under the sur- 
veillance of political police, who seem to have rendered 
periodic accounts of the individual students. Coumot ex- 
pressed surprise that, notwithstanding his conservative 
opinions, he found himself in this latter group. The ex- 
planation is perhaps that, while his opinions, both religious 
and political, might have been called conservative, they 
were discriminating, progressive, and tenacious. The re- 
port of the surveillants during these months bore the com- 
ment, "Bonnes opinions politiques, mais il n'a pas une 
pi4t4 tendre," which doubtless meant no more than that 
he avoided cant and snubbed the police; for there are 
reasons for believing that at this time his religious opin- 
ions were as essentially conservative as were his opinions 
in politics. 

The period at the Sorbonne was the happiest of his life. 
"Je n' avals rien h lire, rien k composer, rien k trouver, 
rien k projeter; je n'avais qn'k ecouter et k r^fiechir: ce 
temps a 6te le plus heureux de ma vie." His favorite pro- 
fessors were Lacroix and Hachette, the former a disciple 
of Condorcet, the latter of Monge. He formed during this 
period an intimate friendship with Dirichlet, who had 
already begun his epoch-making work in the theory of 
numbers. Later Dirichlet became the successor of Gauss 
at Gottingen, a member of the Berlin Academy, and one 
of the eight foreign members of the French Academy of 
Sciences. Cournot's comment upon Dirichlet's work and 
death mirrors, perhaps, his feeling concerning his own 
work in quite a different field: — 
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L'Acad^mie des Sciences de Paris a appris en mSme temps la 
mort de deux de ses associ6s strangers, Alexandre de Humboldt 
et Dirichlet; mais le premier est mort k 90 ans, trait6 presque 
d'6gal k 6gal par les tStes couronnees, et les travaux encyclop6- 
diques de ce travailleur infatigable, poursuivis sans reldche jusqu'au 
terme de sa longue carri^re, sent connus du monde entier; tandis 
que les recherches de Dirichlet, peu nombreuses, moins acliev6e3 
dans leur genre et qui supposent certainement une plus grande 
puissance d'invention, ne seront raises dans chaque si^cle k leur 
juste prix que par une douzaine de connaisseurs. 

About 1823 the scientific world was much concerned 
with Oersted's recent discovery of the action of an electric 
current on a magnetic needle. Oersted came to Paris to 
enjoy his scientific triumph, and among those who gave 
soirees in his honor was Hachette, who invited his favorite 
pupils, Cournot and Dirichlet, to meet the great physicist. 
Ampere was one of the guests, and Cournot and Dirichlet 
were surprised to find that the chief subject of conversa- 
tion between these two famous physicists was the health 
and opinions of M. Cousin! 

J'avoue que je ne me serais pas doute que Proclus, ni m6me 
que son jeune et brUlant 6diteur, inspiraient tant d'inter^t k un 
physicien danois; mais ces savants du Nord ne ressemblent pas k 
nos tStes fran5aises. Je suis tr§s-port6 k croire que M. Cousin 
ignore encore aujourdTiui qu'il y a eu un physicien c616bre du nom 
d'Oersted, ou qu'il se soucie fort peu de savoir en quoi consiste 
la d^couverte qui I'a rendu celSbre. II se sert au besoin du t^le- 
graphe electrique et cela lui suifit. La philosophie devait 6tre 
autrefois la servante de la th^ologie; c'est le tour des sciences 
d'etre la servante de la philosophie. 

The two friends, Cournot and Dirichlet, frequently used 
their opportunity to be present at the meetings of the 
Academic des Sciences, and were particularly interested 
in the personality of Laplace, who was still living in un- 
disputed leadership in mathematical sciences. Cournot 
has given a description of Laplace which, as in the case of 
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all of his criticisms of others, is extremely suggestive of 
his own qualities. In this instance the criticism illumi- 
nates the simplicity of his own living. 

II avait une fierte bien legitime et en outre de la vanity. II 
tenait k ses honneurs, k ses titres nobiliaires. Fils d'un cultivateur 
de la valine d'Auge, il disait et il 6crivait dans une de ses derniers 
ouvrages, "Le comte de Laplace, son fils." Je me rappelle une 
stance de I'Acad^mie oh une discussion s'6tablissait entre lui et 
Ampere au sujet d'un memoire pr6sent6 par ce dernier. "Mais, 
Monsieur le Marquis," disait k chaque instant M. Ampere, et le 
grand homme paraissait trouver tout simple la repetition de cette 
formule ceremonieuse. Un jour U avait pri6 Lagrange si diner: 
"Faudra-t-U mettre mon habit de s6nateur?" demanda Lagrange 
d'un ton narquois dont tout le monde sentit la malice excepts 
I'amphitryon s6nateur. 

The petty vanities of the great man did not obscure 
from Cournot the virile qualities of Laplace as they were 
revealed in his general attitude towards science. In this 
respect Laplace, in the opinion of Cournot, was in direct 
contrast with Lagrange. Science to Laplace was a religion : 
to Lagrange it was only a play of the spirit. Laplace was 
dogmatic even in his negations: Lagrange was sceptical 
even of his own affirmations. Laplace's passion for scien- 
tific research led him to great exertions to encourage and 
protect young men of talent: Lagrange did not permit 
them to trouble his repose. 

In addition to the opportunities of seeing and knowing 
the leaders of French scientific thought through his con- 
nection at the Sorbonne, Cournot was brought into friendly 
relations with another group of scholars and men of affairs 
as a consequence of the friendship of M. Droz, the Aca- 
demician. The friendship was brought about by M. Ordi- 
naire, the rector, during Cournot's student days, of the 
College of Besangon. He had resigned the rectorate and 
come to Paris when he could no longer direct the policy 
of the institution according to his own ideas. Besides 
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introducing Cournot to M. Droz, M. Ordinaire gave him 
many evidences of friendliness, even offering him the use 
of his purse. Among the notables who were met in the 
salon of M. Droz was Proudhon, le terrible. In later 
years, after the appearance of Cournot's first economic 
«ssay, he and Proudhon met by chance at M. Droz'. An 
economic discussion was precipitated, but no progress was 
made; for apparently neither one was able to understand 
the theories of the other. 

In 1823 Cournot entered upon an engagement that 
lasted for the next ten years. In the summer of that 
year. Marshal Gouvion St. Cyr, who was writing his mili- 
tary memoirs, was in search of some one who woxild be 
capable of acting as adviser and critic in his own task, and 
be willing to assume the direction of the education of his 
yoimg son. His attention was called to the group of stu- 
dents who had been recently set adrift by the suppression 
of the Ecole Normale as being most likely to furnish the 
scholar for whom he was in search. The grounds of the 
Marshal's choice of Cournot are not given, but the latter's 
reasons for acceptance were the prospect of leisure with 
the consequent opportunity to pursue his own work, a 
continued residence in or near Paris, and the possibility 
of knowing the ways and thoughts of soldiers, statesmen, 
and the nobility of the time. 

He entered upon the new occupation towards the end of 
October of 1823. The Marshal at once gave him a chapter 
for criticism, and Cournot promptly proved his good judg- 
ment. Upon the suggestion of an acquaintance the Mar- 
shal had invariably referred to the Germans as les hons 
habitants de Germanic, which the new critic persuaded 
him to replace by les allemands. Continued good judg- 
ment won an increasing confidence, so that it was not long 
before Coiu-not became his most respected critic, and, in 
time, one of his most trusted friends. 
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The four volumes of the Memoires sur les campagnes de 
I'arm^e du Rhin appeared in 1829. The Marshal had a 
number of copies printed upon special paper for presenta- 
tion to friends and acquaintances of rank. He directed 
Cournot to send to M. Guizot, an intimate friend, two of 
the special copies, one of which was intended for a jour- 
nalist. Cournot suggested that one of the ordinary copies 
would suffice for a journalist, to which the Marshal replied, 
"'Oh,mais il s'agit,'m'a dit M. Guizot, d'un jeune homme 
de talent qui sort de la ligne des journalistes ordinaires. " 
The young man of talent was none other than Thiers. 
Guizot made a mistake in recommending that his friend 
should send his work to Thiers for review; for, as Cournot 
observes, Thiers had already published his Histoire de la 
Revolution, and was not disposed to regard the new light 
with impartiality. The review hurt the Marshal deeply. 
He died shortly afterward, on the 17th of March, 1830, at 
Hyeres. 

The imfinished manuscripts of the Marshal were placed 
in the hands of Cournot. He edited in the following year 
the foxir volumes of Memoires pour servir a Vhistoire mUi- 
taire, sous la Direcloire, le Consulat, et V Empire, and added 
a prefatory biographical notice of Gouvion St. Cyr. 

While in the employment of Marshal St. Cyr, Cournot 
had occasion, of course, to see the leading representatives 
of the highest life in France. He has left a series of por- 
traits and appreciations, none of which, however, need be 
reproduced here. 

IV. 

Diu-ing the ten years spent with the family of Gouvion 
St. C3T, Cournot continued his scientific investigations. 
In fact, the expected leisure, together with the opportu- 
nity of remaining in Paris and pursuing his own studies 
in his own way, had been the chief reason for his accepting 
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the appointment. During this period he acquired the de- 
gree of docteur es sciences, and published a series of articles, 
some of which came under the notice of Poisson, who 
since the death of Laplace was the authority in mathe- 
matics in the University. The impression made upon 
Poisson by Cournot's studies is characteristically told by 
the latter: — 

II y trouva de la penetration philosophique, en quoi je pense 
bonnement qu'il n'avait pas tout k fait tort; et de plus, il en au- 
gura que je ferais un grand chemin dans le champ de la pure 
speculation mathematique, ce qui fut (je I'ai toujours pens6 et a'ai 
jamais hfeit^ si le dire) une de ses erreurs. 

Poisson was anxious to place the author of the articles 
in a position worthy of his ability. Friends repeated the 
favorable criticisms to Cournot, and urged him, particu- 
larly after the death of Marshal St. Cyr, to offer his ser- 
vices to the University. He had not, at this time, made 
the acquaintance of Poisson, and suspected that nothing 
but a minor position in some provincial college would be 
offered. This was exactly what he was imwilling to ac- 
cept, — "si j'abdiquais pour dix ans mon independance, ce 
n'^tait pas dans I'intention de faire toute ma vie le metier 
de pedagogue." In the summer of 183.3, however, the 
engagement with the family of Gouvion St. Cyr came to 
a close, and Cournot notified Poisson that he held himself 
at the disposition of the University. He was received as 
the lost sheep returned to the fold. Immediately a tem- 
porary appointment was made, until a more satisfactory 
one could be provided. While waiting for his permanent 
appointment, he translated, in the year 1833-34, Sir 
John Herschel's Astronomy and Lardner's Mechanics. 
From the point of view of what is frequently called suc- 
cess, this was the most successful literary work he ever 
did; for it secured him reputation and profit, even though 
the profit was only the price of a translation. 
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An acceptable post was found before the year was out. 
He was appointed to the chair of Analysis and Mechanics 
in the newly installed faculty of science at Lyons. This 
professorship was attractive because of the nature of the 
work, and the location of Lyons in the country of Coumot's 
birth. Besides, he had been in Paris long enough to 
achieve the things he set himself to do when he consented 
to take the very obscure position of collaborator and critic 
of Marshal St. Cyr. We may easily infer the character 
of his instruction from his description of the course: — 

J 'avals ouvert k Lyon, au Palais St. Pierre, mon cours de calcul 
diff^rentlel; et comme c'6talt chose nouvelle pour les Lyonnals, 
la saUe 6talt plelne. Mon auditolre poussa la complaisance jusqu'sl 
patienter un mois; aprfes quo! j'achevai mon annee, comme cela 
devait etre, avec una dizaine d'auditeurs. 

The chair at Lyons was held only one year. While 
Cournot was on his vacation in Switzerland, Poisson, with- 
out consulting him, procured for him the rectorship of the 
Academy of Grenoble. He hesitated to accept the position 
because, as he said, he knew too well the responsibilities,, 
without knowing the duties, of a rector. He was made to 
see the wisdom of the choice, however, and went to Paris 
to receive his commission. Guizot, the minister of public 
instruction, whose acquaintance he had made at the home 
of Marshal St. Cyr, wrote a laudatory letter to the prefect 
of the Isdre instead of sending the usual formal notice; 
and this led to Cournot's being received at Grenoble in a 
way befitting one whose rare merits and friendships had 
secured him the promotion to a rectorship at the age of 
thirty-four. 

His administration of the Academy of Grenoble was in 
all respects successful: "Je m'apergus bien vite que ce 
que Ton nomme administration ne se compose que deux 
choses, de m^canisme et de bon sens; de m^canisme pour 
la forme et de bon sens pour le fond des affaires." There 
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is reason to believe that in all of the many public offices 
held by Covirnot in the course of his career he was an un- 
usually acceptable administrator; for, besides learning very 
early the essentials of good administration, he brought to 
the task the necessary qualities of rapid and sound judg- 
ment, freedom from prejudice, scrupulous patience, and a 
rare respect for the dignity of the character of others. 

The Grenoble success raised still higher his reputation 
at Paris, and secured still fvirther promotion. In 1836, 
while Ampfere, the great physicist, and M. Matter were 
making their regular tour, as general inspectors of the 
imiversity, Ampere died at Marseilles. Coumot was tem- 
porarily appointed the colleague of M. Matter for the next 
two years, at the same time retaining his rectorate at 
Grenoble. Technically and officially, a litterateur, M. 
Ozaneaux, had been appointed to Ampere's place; but 
Cournot was pleased to think of himseK as the successor 
of Ampere in the University in the way that has been de- 
scribed. 

A further promotion was made in 1838. While he was 
visiting in his native town of Gray, his friends, among 
whom was the ever helpful and faithful Poisson, secured 
him the appointment of inspecteur-g4n4ral en titre. The 
new honor was a surprise and at the same time a disap- 
pointment; for Coumot loved the Rhone country ui which 
he was born, and, besides, he had made plans for the de- 
velopment of the Academy of Grenoble which were only 
partially executed, and which he had hoped to complete. 
It was therefore with sorrow that he went to Paris to take 
up the duties of the new appointment. 

During the following year he received still further proof 
of confidence and esteem. As a consequence of mvdti- 
tudinous as well as intense labors, Poisson's health began 
to faU, making necessary the relinquishment of some part 
of his official work. He chose Cournot to preside in his 
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stead at the concours d'agrSgation de matMmatiques. This 
position, which he held for fourteen years, secured him, in 
the eyes of his associates, ahnost the prestige of a member 
of the Royal Council. 

Poisson died in 1840 at the age of fifty-nine. Coumot 
has left a sketch of him from which the following is taken 
as illustratiag an attitude towards science which will, per- 
haps, in part, explain the ground of their intellectual 
sympathy: — 

Un jour que je venais de I'entendre faire une legon si la Sorbonne, 
en prodiguant des forces qui allaient s'fiteindre et que je lui re- 
prochais cet oubli de lui-m^me, il me fit cette r^ponse remarquable : 
"Vous ne savez done pas qu'une legon de math^matiques est 
un plaidoyer et qu'il faut forcer I'ennemi k s'avouer vaincu?" 
Tout k fait sur la fin de sa vie, lorsqu'il ne parlait plus qu'avec 
peine, je I'ai vu presque verser des larmes du chagrin qu'il venait 
d'6prouver en pr6sidant un concours oh il s'6taJt convaincu, disait- 
il, que nos jeunes professeurs n'avaient que le d6sir de gagner une 
place, nuUement I'amour de la science, et que tous les efforts que 
I'on faisait pour le leur inoculer 6taient perdus. H s'exprimait 
k peu prds de mtoe apr^s les examens de sortie de I'Ecole Poly- 
technique. "Encore," me disait-U, "si I'on 6tait slir qu'il y en 
a un pourvu d'une veritable vocation pour les sciences et ayant ce 
qu'il faut pour les cultiver!" Quant k lui, il est mort, on peut 
le dire, martyr de cet amour qu'il aurait tant voulu communiquer 
aux autres. 

Cournot's second treatise, Traits d&mentaire de la thSorie 
des fonctions et de calcul infinitesimal, was published in 1841 
with this dedication: "k la m^moire de M. Poisson, pair 
de France, membre de I'Acad^mie des Sciences et du Con- 
seU Royal de I'Instruction Publique: T^moinage de re- 
coimaissance et de pieux attachement." This treatise on 
the Infinitesimal Calculus was the outcome of his lectures 
on the same subject when he was professor at Lyons. 
The time intervening between the conception of this work 
and its publication is typical of his painstaking care and 
thoroughness. He was always slow to publish his books. 
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The Exposition de la tMorie des chances, which appeared in 
1843, was substantially completed by January of 1836, as 
may be seen from a letter to Poisson quoted by Cournot 
on page vi. The Essai sur les fondements de nos connais- 
sances, in two volmnes, which appeared in 1851, was the 
elaboration of a sketch made twenty years before. The 
Traits de I'enchatnement des idSes fondamentales dans les 
sciences, in two volumes, which appeared in 1861, was 
simply the work of synthesis anticipated in the work of 
analysis and criticism of 1851. The Considirations sur la 
marche des idees, which appeared in 1872, besides being a 
careful application to historical criticism of the principles 
of his critical philosophy as developed in the earlier vol- 
umes, was actually in completed manuscript form in 1868. 
His attitude towards publication, as exemplified in his 
practice, is clearly given in his approving quotation of 
the advice "nonumque prematur in annum." 

But to return to the chief stages of Coumot's ofiicial life. 
The successor of Poisson in the Royal Council of the Uni- 
versity was Poinsot, the mathematician. Cournot had 
not known him personally, and had no reason to believe 
that his own friendship for Poisson or his efficiency would 
be a credential with the new incumbent. Poisson himself 
had chosen him to preside in his place at the concours 
d'agregations de maihSmatiqiies only when ill-health com- 
pelled him to reduce the number of his official duties. 
But the new councillor retained him as vicar from the be- 
ginning of his administration. 

In the autiunn of 1844 Cournot made a journey to Italy 
in the hope that rest and diversion would bring some re- 
lief to his weak eyes, which had recently given him more 
trouble than usual. During his stay in Rome he was 
persuaded to make a visit to the Pope, a friendly French 
priest engaging to make all the arrangements. At the 
appointed time he sought the very best fiacre he could 
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find, and presented himself at St. Peter's. He was ad- 
mitted, in company with a French banker, to an audience 
with Gregory XVI., who, to his great surprise, was full of 
joviality and even of banter. In his reply to the banker's 
friendly opinion of the Roman bank the Pope told of a 
blimder made in preparing the plate for engraving the notes 
of that institution. In consequence of an unfortunate ab- 
breviation, he said, instead of Banca Romana "si potera 
leggere Banca Rotta"! Several days after the audience 
Cournot received a bill from the French priest for a franc 
and thirty-five centimes, which led him to remark that, if 
it was true that everything had its price in Rome, it should 
be added that the price of an audience with the sovereign 
pontiff was not exorbitant. 

When the Commission des Hautes Etudes was consti- 
tuted after the Revolution of 1848, Cournot was made a 
member. He was not a revolutionist nor even a repub- 
lican either of the old or of the new type, and his ap- 
pointment can be accounted for only on the ground of 
efficiency. The new position created the impression among 
the masses that he had great political influence, and led 
to the receipt of many letters in which, much to his amuse- 
ment, the writers vaunted their republicanism in address- 
ing him as Citoyen Inspecteur G^n^cd. 

The reorganization of public instruction during the 
Second Empire brought changes in his status. He was 
at first member of the Conseil Imperial de I'Instruction 
Publique. In 1854 the minister of public instruction, 
Fortoul, offered him the rectorate of Toulouse, which he 
declined for characteristic reasons. M. Fortoul, who had 
himself been professor at Toulouse, was especially anxious 
to preserve his influence in that place, and Cournot foresaw 
that, if he accepted this particular appointment at the 
hands of M. Fortoul, it meant that he would go to Tou- 
louse comme son syst^me incarnS! In refusing to go 
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to Toulouse, however, he stated that for personal reasons, 
among which was the wish to return to his native country, 
he would be glad to accept the corresponding post at 
Dijon. As this was officially considered a less desirable 
appointment, his suggestion was at once appropriated, and 
he was made rector of the Academy of Dijon. 

De mon c6t6, je n'eus pas de regret de m'Mre un peu pr6cipi- 
tamment avane6. L'homine, sur son d^clin, revient volontiers 
pr6s de son berceau; apr&s avoir porte longtemps le titre d'ln- 
specteur General des Etudes, comma I'avaient port6 les Ampere et 
les Letronne, il me tardait de quitter des fonctions singuliferement 
rapetiss6es, quoique plus largement r6tribu6es, et c'^tait une mani- 
6re d'en finir. 

The words just quoted indicate the mood in which the 
Souvenirs were written. He was utterly tired of his fimc- 
tion as inspecteur-gSnSral, was disappointed with the policy 
of his department at the beginning of the Second Empire, 
and believed, besides, that his own work was near an end. 
In fact, in 1859, the year in which the Souvenirs close, he 
was ah-eady preparing to give up the rectorate at Dijon, 
and planning the publication of what he expected would 
be his last work. 

Je me d^ciderai peut-Mre alors k faire imprimer le pendant de 
mon Essai sur les fondements de nos connaissances, I'ceuvre de 
sjnthese que semble appeler eette oeuvre de critique. Aprfes quoi, 
n'ayant plus rien k dire aux autres, il sera bien temps, s'il plait k 
Dieu, de faire en moi-m6me des reflexions plus serieuses en at- 
tendant le moment d'etre k mon tour laac6 dans cet abime que 
I'homme appeUe le n6ant, quand U n'^coute que les suggestions 
d'un sens grossier, et que la voix du genre humain a nomm6 I'Eter- 
nit4. 

He retired from public service in 1862, and went to 
Paris, where he remained, for the most part, until his 
death. 
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V. 

In stature, Cournot was above the average. He was 
square-shouldered, and, in later years, a little stooped. 
His forehead was broad and high. His eyes, owing to his 
lifelong affliction, were habitually drawn, as if in effort to 
reduce the amoimt of light. His nose was straight with 
expanded nostrils, his mouth large, and his lips full. 

Throughout his life his habits were regular, as was neces- 
sary to achieve the amount of work that was done. But 
during the last period in Paris, ill-health, together with the 
purpose to make the most of his strength and remaining 
years, led him to follow the most methodic routine. He 
arose regularly at the same hour, and retired at the same 
hour. The mornings were given entirely to work. The 
afternoons were divided between work and a visit to a 
friend or a walk in his quarter. 

He seems to have known but one luxury, — his snuff- 
box. The affection of his eyes grew worse with increasing 
age, compelling him more and more to do his thinking 
with the minimum assistance of writing and reading. It 
was consequently a frequent occiirrence, when he was ab- 
sorbed in thought, for him to sit for hours with his snuff- 
box in hand, his legs crossed, nervously swinging his foot. 

In his general personal relations he was discriminating 
and inexpansive. His speech in official matters was direct 
and clear, never colored to produce an effect or to please 
a friend. His friendships were few, but of unusual rich- 
ness and strength, as would have been expected from his 
personal qualities. In these intimate relations his stern- 
ness disappeared, giving place to bonhomie and kindly 
humor. 

With his multitudinous scientific activity it would seem 
impossible that it should have an essential unity, but there 
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is unity both of method and of interest. Without an at- 
tempt to indicate the unity of method, it may be said that, 
although he is generally classed as a mathematician, and 
less frequently as a philosopher, his interest in science was 
fundamentally social. His first book and his last were 
upon political economy. The theory and history of edu- 
cation in France, the application of the principles of his 
philosophy to history, and the nature and relations of the 
social sciences themselves occupy a large part of his non- 
mathematical work. Aside from his theory of chances, 
which is clearly an attempt to apply the theory of statis- 
tics as founded upon the law of error to distinctly social 
subjects, his purely mathematical treatises are unique in 
that his illustrations so frequently go in pairs, the one 
from the natural or physical sciences and the other from 
the social sciences. Even in a work so remote from politi- 
cal economy as his De I'origine et des limites de la corre- 
spondance entre Valghhre et la g^omitrie, this penetrating 
and fecund observation is made: — 

Remarquons ici, en passant, comment I'ordre de d^veloppe- 
ment des id6es math6matiques dans I'entendement correspond h, 
I'ordre de d6veloppement des institutions sociales: I'un, pour ainsi 
dire, gouvernant secrStement I'autre. Par I'institution de la mon- 
naie, qui est le commencement du commerce proprement dit, les 
choses les plus dissemblables dans leurs caract^res physiques sont 
devenues comparables au point de vue de leur valeur d'6change ; eUes 
ont pu acqu6rir une unit^ ou une mesure commune; la valeur com- 
merciaJe a 6t6 constitute comme grandeur ou quantity arithm^tique. 
II est devenue indifferent (dans les limites d'application des con- 
ceptions abstraites aux choses r^eUes) qu'un n6gociant eM h, sa 
disposition des espSces dans ses coffres ou des denr6es dans ses 
magasins. Ensuite est venue le d6veloppement du credit k la 
faveur duquel U est permis (dans les limites analogues) de con- 
sid6rer le mouvement d'accroissement ou de d^croissement du 
capital du n6gociant comme pouvant 6galement s'op^rer en deji et 
delk du point oil I'actif et le passif se balancent: de sorte que, 
tant que le credit du n6gociant n'est pas 6branl6, le capital dangj 
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ses phases diverges peut passer du positif au n6gatif et r^cipro- 
qu^ment, les operations restant les mSmes que si I'on avait deplac6 
arbitrairement I'origine en ajoutant k I'aetif du n^gociant ou en 
en retranehant une valeur arbitraire. En d'autres termes, le capi- 
tal du n^gociant, constitue d'abord comme quantity arithmetique, 
est devenu par ce progrfis nouveau des institutions commerciales 
une qiiantite alg^brique: I'epithfete 6tant prise dans I'acception 
indiqu^e plus haut, pour designer les quantites dont I'origine est 
arbitraire, ou plus g6n6ralement encore ceUes a I'egard desquelles 
la soustraction et I'addition deviennent des operations sym6- 
triques, I'une pouvant etre prolong6e ind^finiment aussi bien que 
I'autre. 

Cournot's excessive modesty and reticence make it im- 
possible to give a satisfactorily definite account of his 
political and religious principles, although as regards the 
former, at least, an evolution may be traced. Politics 
peculiarly interested him from the earliest years. The 
opposing sentiments of his uncle and aunt led him at an 
extraordinarily early age to weigh the relative claims of 
their respective principles. Before he was fifteen years 
old, he had read a large part of the work of Voltaire, and 
knew Boileau de Brossette by heart. Besides, his avmt 
had given him in secret the Lettres provindales of Pascal. 
There was no danger, therefore, of his accepting blindly 
the Jesuit cause of his uncle. 

In 1815 he was a member of a royalist club, reading with 
avidity the political journals of the day. His varied read- 
ing, the division of sentiment in his family, and his own 
enthvisiasm for orderly progress disposed him to take seri- 
ously the promises of Louis XVIII. respecting the Charter, 
which seemed to him to offer the ideal of an historic royalty 
with liberal institutions. He tells of his youthful hopes 
and disillusionment: — 

Je me sentais dispose k croire k la franchise du langage, jusqu'i 
preuve au contraire, et il me semblait raisonnable d'^prouver au 
moins la sine6rit6 de ses hommes qui comptaient pour eux de 
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grands 6crivains, des orateurs habiles, et dont le pass6, autant que 
j'en pouvais juger, n'autorisait personne k suspecter la droiture de 
leurs intentions. Lorsqu'ensuite je vis ces mgmes hommes, ar- 
rives au pouvoir, abandonner, selon I'usage, toutes leurs maximes 
d'opposition, se montrer rusfe, cauteleux, pour obtenir des sinau- 
lacres officiels de majorite, en disaccord Evident avec les pr6jug6s, 
les id^es bonnes ou mauvaises des majorit^s v^ritables, je me pris 
k mon tour k avoir honte en moi-m^me de mes anciens pr^jug^s et 
de ma cr6dulit6 juvenile. Je me d^tachai int^rieurement de mon 
ancien parti, k I'^poque et dans I'dge oil U m'e<it 4t6 utile, comma 
k beaucoup d'autres qui n'avaient pas regu les memes prepara- 
tions domestiques, de me convertir k sa cause. C'est si peu pr6s 
ce que j'ai continue de faire depuis, tou jours un peu en retard ou 
en avance sur les ^v^nements, et par consequent impropre k faire, 
m6me comme ^crivain, de la politique pratique et actueUe, quoique 
toujours adonn6, dans mes reveries, k la politique g^n^rale et specu- 
lative. 

Apropos of the movement of 1815, he tells a story 
which, perhaps, is new, illustrating the royal conception 
of the charter: — 

II [Louis XVIII.] disait un jour k M. Portalis, alors garde des 
sceaux, "Les Franjais ont voulu avoir une charte, on leur en a 
donne une, et je ne songe pas k la leur 6ter; mais enfin cette charte 
. . . ne pent pas m'emp^cher de faire ma volonte. " 

The economic and political Utopias of Saint-Simon and 
Fourier had no attraction whatever for Coumot, no more 
than the pretended "French Catholic Church" of Abb6 
Chfitel, which shared public interest about 1830. The next 
change in his political opinions occurred towards 1840, 
when, owing to the excesses of the press, the continuous 
intrigues at court, the deplorable effects of the campaign 
against Mol6 by the coalition at the head of which was 
Guizot, and the ineffectual Guizot ministry itself, he lost 
faith in parliamentary royalty. 

In the election of 1848 Coumot voted for General Ca- 
vaignac as against Louis Napoleon. He suspected, as 
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every one should have suspected, the ultimate purposes 
of the nephew of the Emperor. He believed that the pres- 
ident of a republic should be a republican, and at this 
particular time there was needed to save the republic a 
vigorous and honest president. General Cavaignac, he 
believed, fulfilled these requirements. 

This same year, 1848, the electoral committee of his de- 
partment of Haute-Sa6ne had made overtures to Coumot 
relative to his becoming a candidate for the office of rep- 
resentative of the department. The ground of his re- 
fusal is noteworthy. At the time there was no legal ob- 
jection to his being both representative of his province 
and a general inspector in the department of public in- 
struction, but he was unwilling to hold a representative 
office when it might seem that his authority and inde- 
pendence would be weakened in consequence of his being 
a public functionary. 

Three years later, however, his dissatisfaction with the 
administration of public instruction, together with an im- 
patient desire to contribute something towards a much- 
needed stability of government, led him to announce his 
candidacy for the future elections of the Haute-Sa6ne. 
But the coup d'etat of 1851, which resulted in a reduction 
of the deputation of the Haute-Sa6ne, put an end to his 
plans for active political life. Here is a description of his 
ideas of government and of political progress: — 

Tant que Ton ne pourra pas se passer de force politique, il faudra 
bien la prendre oil elle se trouve, selon I'^tat des esprits et Torgani- 
sation de la soci6t6. II faudra renoncer k la trouver dans des 
arrangements th6oriques, dans de pures combinaisons d'id6es. Aux 
convulsions anarchiques succfede toujours une dictature militaire 
consentie par le peuple. Le progrSs ne peut consister qu'i diminuer 
la frequence et I'intensit^ des commotions politiques; k faire qu'une 
revolution politique puisse avoir lieu sans que le mouvement de 
la vie sociale et le jeu des rouages administratifs soient notablement 
interrompus, comme lorsqu'on change I'effigie de la monnaie sans 
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toucher pour cela ni au poids ou au titre; et h cet 6gard I'exp^ri- 
ence de notre temps montre que nous avons certainement fait des 
progr^s. Quand on est parvenu k mon dge, il faut seulement 
demander au Ciel de vouloir bien nous ^pargner, Il nous person- 
nellement, un surcrott de I'exp^rience. Le perfectionnement qu'il 
pourrait apporter i notre philosophic politique ne vaudrait pas ce 
qu'il nous couterait. 

Cournot's attitude towards religion — so far as that atti- 
tude may be discovered in fragmentary references — was 
singularly conservative. Creative and profound in all else, 
he is in this, as compared with his other work, impotent in 
theory and conventional in practice. Perhaps his uncle's 
influence on his early life, his own love of ordered change, 
and his preoccupation with multifarious scientific work, 
may account for it. Whatever may have been the cause, 
he boldly seeks to defend the thesis of the independence 
of the r61es of reason and religious faith, with the purpose 
of justifying the latter. This conservatism in religion, 
with his relative liberalism in politics, led him to a con- 
clusion upon religious instruction which has a peculiar in- 
terest at the present time. The questions of the reor- 
ganization of public instruction and the place of the teach- 
ing orders of the religious corporations were as absorbing 
in the first half of the last century as they have become 
during the past few years. The economic and adminis- 
trative advantages of utilizing the already organized cleri- 
cal system Coumot thoroughly appreciated. He also saw 
the disadvantages of an over-emphasis upon classic and 
scholastic subjects in a clerical curriculum, as well as the 
danger of increasing the power of the Church in the gov- 
ernment. But his fundamental objection to the prepon- 
derating educational authority of the Church was in the 
danger to religion itself: — 

Mais un danger, selon moi, plus r6el et surtout plus actuel, est 
celui auquel on expose la religion elle-m6me quand on veut donner 
aux enfants une Education trop en disaccord avec les id^es qui 
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prevalent dans la soci6t6, avec les pratiques qui out lieu dans la 
famiUe. Que pent penser un enfant qui voit traiter avec indif- 
ference dans le monde, dans sa famiUe, des choses auxqudles on 
attache tant d 'importance au college? Apparemment que ces 
choses n'ont d'importance que pour les enfants et qu'U y a un 
langage convenu pour les enfants au college comme U y en a un 
pour les enfants en nourrice. Or, une si funeste id^e, prise de 
bonne heure, est ce qu'U y a de plus propre a fermer tout accfes 
dans I'avenir a la bienfaisante influence des croyances religieuses. 
II faut craindre aussi que les succSs obtenus par le clerg^ sur le 
terrain de I'^ducation ne I'abusent sur le veritable 6tat de la so- 
ciety et ne I'exposent k des imprudences qui, en le compremettant, 
compromettraient la religion que la soci6t6 a tant de motifs de 
soutenir. 

Intimate friends had repeatedly urged Coumot to be- 
come a candidate for admission to the Institute. His 
modesty and unwillingness to become a solicitor, even in 
so important an interest, invariably defeated their well- 
meant plans. When, however, his health was almost 
completely broken, and through sheer physical exhaustion 
he was no longer master of his own purposes, his intimates, 
among whom the Academician Vacherot was most urgent, 
brought him to a partial consent to undergo the prelimi- 
nary formalities. This deviation from his lifelong course, 
which undiscerning friends in their affectionate kindness 
sought to achieve, was made impossible by his sudden 
death in Paris on March 30, 1877. His remains are buried 
in the Paris cemetery of Montpamasse together with those 
of his wife and son. 

The question has sometimes been asked why Covirnot's 
reputation has not been equal to the merit of his work, 
and why with friends, opportunities, and ability, theoreti- 
cal and practical, of the first order, he did not rise to a 
higher rank in French scientific and political history. The 
complete answer to this question would require an analy- 
sis of his many-sided publications, which is not contem- 
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plated here. But, so far as purely personal causes are 
concerned, a partial answer may be given: it was his mas- 
terful independence and absolute truthfulness, together 
with an invincible repugnance to self-advertisement and 
the exploitation of friends. 

Henet L. Moobe. 

CoiiUMBIA UNrVTEBSITY. 



